
THE BOYS NEXT DOOR was awarded All Star 
Cast.

JOSEPH FERNANDEZ  wins Best Actor for his 
portrayal of Arnold Wiggins.

VERONICA NOGUEDA and Cristian Barrio as             
Sheila &  Norman 

The actors, crew, and parents 
exploded into cheers and applause as 
S.I.S.D.’s director of Fine Arts, Nelly 
Ponickvar, announced that Slider 
Middle School had won first place for 
the eleventh year in a row in the UIL 
One-Act Play competition! 

The play, The Boys Next Door, was 
directed by theater teacher Mrs. Sonja 
Kern. Eighth grader Joseph Fernandez, 
who starred as a “very nervous” Arnold 
Wiggins, received the Best Actor award. 
Cristian Barrio, who played Norman 
Bulansky, obsessed with doughnuts and 
keys, was named All-Star Cast, as was 
Holden Rivera, for his portrayal of 
Spiderman-loving Lucien P. Smith. 

Rafael Flores received Honorable 
mention for his role as the loving, but 
stressed caretaker, Jack Palmer. Other 
outstanding performers included 
Ernesto Olivas, Valerie Papa, Melissa 
Cail, Veronica Nogueda, and Edgar 
Castillo. 

The play tells the story of a group 
of special needs adults who live in a 
group house under the supervision of 
their anxious caretaker. They connect 
in alarming and hilarious ways as they 
struggle to function in a society not 

quite prepared for 
t h e i r u n i q u e 
personalities. 

I m m e d i a t e l y 
after competition, 
each school attended 
a judge’s critique 
designed to help the 
actors perform better 
i n f u t u r e p l a y s . 
Everyone, including 
cast, crew, audience 
m e m b e r s a n d 
s t u d e n t s f r o m 
competing schools 
were welcome to attend. In Slider’s case 
the judge had nothing but positive 
comments for cast and crew alike. She 
was especially impressed with the 
complicated lighting sequences made 
flawless by the technical crew. 

Although the cast made it look 
easy, preparing for this competition 
took many long hours of practice. When 
the time came for the competition, 
Mother Nature intervened with four 
days of school cancellations, making 
each cast member just a little more 
nervous. By the time the competition 
rolled around, on February 14, the cast 

had performed the play twice for a 
Slider audience. Tickets were sold for 
two dollars so all students could 
experience the play and provide 
practice for the actors. “Joseph was so 
funny, with his Wheatie’s boxes and his 
crazy dancing, he was perfect for the 
part,” said seventh grader Erin Wells. 

Mrs. Kern was especially proud of 
this year’s production and the time the 
cast put into their rehearsals, “These 
students really worked hard to make 
the story believable and the characters 
come to life.”

Advanced Theater captures One Act Play Award

By Joseph Fenandez
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On Saturday, January 29, at 
Americas High School, mothers and 
daughters had the chance to do fun 
activities together to make their 
relationship closer. The day began with 
an opening ceremony in the auditorium, 
with guest speaker, Dr. Elizabeth L. 
Richeson, speaking about teenage 
relationships. She discussed Jennifer 
Ann Crecente, a teen who was murdered 
by her abusive boyfriend. 

Then each mother and daughter 
pair was able to attend two breakout 
sessions before lunch at noon. Sessions 
to choose from included: A Promise to 
Me, Successful Women Today, Mothers 
and Daughters-A Dynamic Duo, Dress 
For Success, True Beauty, The Art of 
Journaling, and much more. 

In the Art of Journaling, exhibitor 
Aurora Anaya-Dyer said, “Journaling is 
ageless. If you write down your feelings 
and memories, it will surely raise your 
self-esteem.” Cynthia  Horton told her 
group about how mothers and daughters 
should tell each other anything to become 
a “Dynamic Duo.”  “I wasn't the perfect 
child when I was small,” Horton said, “but 
later when I changed my ways, my mother 
and I started talking and that made for a 
stronger relationship.” 

In Lights, Action, Camera, reporter 
Fernanda Camarena and photojournalist 
Max Benitez, from the TV station 
Telemundo, spoke about the troubles that 
take place in the news business. “Embrace 

your dreams. That’s what got me where I 
am,” Camarena said, “We’re all here 
because we have a purpose in life. Follow 
your heart.” 

After the sessions, raffled door prizes 
were given out  in the auditorium. Some 
prizes included g i f t baskets , g i f t 
certificates to restaurants, discounts to a 
spa , and much more. The grand prize was 
a pair of diamond earrings. “I really 
enjoyed the bonding process,” mother 

Sandra Diaz joyfully smiled, “I love that 
this brought my daughter and I much, 
much closer.” 

The conference has been held for the 
past four years and has grown in both the 
n u m b e r o f p a r t i c i p a n t s a n d t h e 
professionals who are willing to lend their 
expertise. It provides a variety of 
experiences for the moms and daughters 
to enjoy.

SLIDER WELCOMES: PARENT/TEACHER NIGHT

Coach Valdez talks to Oscar and Ivan 

Saucedo while Mrs. Saucedo looks 
on.

Desirae and  Alexia Fonseca enjoyed 
learning about how everyone can 
experience “True Beauty”

America’s students explain how 
beauty magazines alter 
photographs to create the illusion 
of flawlessness in models. 

Americas HS hosts 
Mothers/Daughters SCENE AND HEARD

The whole school was packed with anxious 
parents waiting to learn how their children were 
doing this semester. On February 17, some 
students brought their parents in to get free 
homework passes or extra  credit for certain 
classes. Having to wait in line outside 
classrooms, some parents got to know each 
other, while others met their children’s friends. 

Teachers talked to parents in their 
respective classrooms. Most parents received 
good news, although others learned that their 
children needed to work harder. Other teachers 
were grouped with their cores in the same 
classroom so that parents wouldn’t have to walk 
around the whole school looking for various 
cores. For example, in Mrs. Thompson’s 
classroom, Mrs. Rodriguez, Mr. Arreola, and 
Mrs. Nutt met with parents one at a time. Mrs. 
Hernandez, Mrs. Rios, and Mrs. Portillo, all met 

in a  portable classroom together to greet and 
talk to the parents as they arrived. 

Most sixth grade teachers stayed in their 
own classrooms. Coach Valdez, Mrs. Schwartz, 
Mrs. Kern, Mrs. Ramsey, and Mrs. Sierra were 
stationed in the front foyer. Mrs. Reyes had her 
Yearbook class selling yearbooks, ice cream, and 
tee-shirts with all of the eighth graders’ names 
on them. 

During the visit, the art show was displayed 
in the foyer so that parents could vote on art 
from eighth, seventh, and sixth grade 
categories. One parent commented how glad she 
was that Slider always seems to have something 
extra for the parents to experience during the 
conferences.

The event ended at 7:00pm when parents 
and teachers marched out, feeling good about 
the evening. By Ailyn Aguirre and Ashley Botello

By Alezzandra Diaz



Eighth-graders accepted to programs
Which high school are you 

going to? Some Slider students 
already have that question 
answered. In the Socorro 
District, there are two magnet 
schools. Magnet schools are 
schools that focus on a specific 
career subject. Socorro High 
School contains H.P.A, the 
Health Professions Academy  
which focuses on the medical 
field. Mission Early College 
p r o v i d e s a n A s s o c i a t e ’ s 
degree, in addition to a high 
school education, by allowing 
students to take col lege 
courses. “I was excited when I 
got the letter from Mission and 
I can’t wait to go there!” Eden 
Klein told us excitedly. 

Sl ider also had nine 
students accepted to the H.P.A 
program at Socorro High 
School and seven students 
were accepted at Mission 
Early. Montwood offers the 
MASI program. MASI stands for Micro 
Accounting Systems Incorporated. MASI gives 
30 college hours prior to graduation. 
Applications were submitted in the fall during 
the second nine weeks. Each school reviewed 
applicant’s grades, attendance, and T.AK.S. 
test scores. Part of the application process was 

to answer some questions about yourself, then 
turn them in with the actual application, then 
wait for the answer. Many students who were 
accepted into these high schools are looking 
forward to an exciting and challenging high 
school career. 

 I am proud to announce that 
T h e N a t i o n a l C e n t e r f o r 
Educational Achievement has 
included William D. Slider Middle 
School on the 2010 Higher 
Performing Schools List for Texas 
for a second consecutive year. I 
would like to commend the 
faculty, students and parents of 
William D. Slider Middle School for 
it’s recognition as a college and 
career readiness school. It is a 
great honor and one for which 
each and every person involved 
with the school should be proud.

In receiving this prestigious 
award, Slider Middle School has 
d i s p l aye d t h e q u a l i t i e s o f 
excellence that are necessary to 
prepare our young people for the 
challenges of the next century. 

This honor is awarded only 
to a very few schools that 
consistently outperform their 
peers and recognizes their 
achievement in bringing more 
students to college and career 
readiness than expected. The 
schools chosen have a special 
message-all students can achieve at 
high standards, and improvement is 
possible no matter the zip code.  

Schools on the list are 
identified by one of two measures: 
academic growth of students at 
the school and/or absolute 
achievement of students at the 
s c h o o l u s i n g t h e TA K S ’ 
Commended Performance level. 
The measures exemplify schools 
that push their students beyond 
the Met Standard (passing) level, a 
level that is typically too low to 
accurate ly measure student 
preparedness for post-secondary 
learning. 

NCEA’s identification of 
Higher Performing Schools is more 
selective than the Texas Education 
Agency's Exemplary or Recognized 
list and comprises fewer than 10% 
of public schools in the state.  
Congratulations to all Stallions, you 
worked hard for this recognition.

By Alexia Fonseca and Vanessa Antillon
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Students shadow Slider jobs
Have you ever wondered what type of career might interest you; office aid, receptionist, or 

even a teacher? Some Slider students got to experience what it’s like to work in these careers first 
hand. Students in Mrs. Hernandez’s third and fourth period Exploring Career classes are 
participating in a program called Job Shadowing. 

In Job Shadowing students are sent out to shadow 
teachers or professionals on their jobs. Mrs. Hernandez 
exclaimed, “Job Shadowing is a great opportunity for students 
to experience the real world of work.” Mrs. Hernandez would 
like to expand the program so the students can participate in 
more jobs. 

Job Shadowing is very similar to the high school program 
Co-Op, with one difference, students do not get paid. It is also 
similar to a regular job because students get evaluated and can 
get fired if they are not living up to the required standards. 
These students will have to sign a contract with their parents 
accepting responsibilities and can get fired at any time if 
slacking off. To be involved in Job Shadowing these young adults must be passing all their classes 
and fill out an application form. Once in, they are evaluated on prompt arrival time, taking charge 
when asked, completing daily duties, following directions, staying on task, having a good attitude, 
and working well with others. Job Shadowing will last the entire second semester. 

Students interested in becoming teachers will have the opportunity to teach a reading class, 
and Mrs. Torguson will allow students to teach history when she feels they are ready. “It is fun 
helping the teachers with their work and daily life as a teacher. You also relieve stress from them 
knowing they have someone to count on,” exclaimed eighth grade student, David Esparza. He is 
assisting Mrs. Torguson in her seventh grade history class. Josh Lopez gives tutorials on Apple 
computers and Alanah Muniz assists in the office.  “It's interesting because you have hands on 
experiences, plus they teach you what important skills you need in life for your chosen career.” “Its 
very helpful and exciting," said Nahum Ramirez. Students are enjoying the experience of a job and 
what it will be like to work when they are older. 

Ana Ulate, Kristian 
Armendariz, Joselyn Luevano, 
Karla Reyes, Eden Klein, 
Ernesto Olivas III, and Daniel 
Moreno were accepted to 
Mission Early High School

Karla Reyes, Ally Munguia, Selene 
Hernandez, Joselyn Luevano, Javier 
Hernando, Luisa Polanco, Stephen 

Portillo, Kristian Armendariz,
and Micaela Lopez may attend 

H.P.A. and Masi programs this fall

By Joseph Fernandez



Pa r e n t s r e c e n t ly fi l l e d S l i d e r ' s 
gymnasium for the National Junior Honor 
Society's Induction Ceremony, eager to see 
their child awarded the highest honor that 
can be given to a middle school student.  

At the ceremony, NJHS officers 
discussed character, citizenship and 
leadership. Inductees were awarded a 
certificate, and congratulated by their 
teachers. Then, the lights were turned off 
and the candle lighting ceremony began.. 
After the induction, parents, students and 
teachers enjoyed a special NJHS cake. “This 
was our biggest induction, and our best 
behaved, “Ever ything was perfect ,” 
explained NJHS sponsor, Mrs.Torguson. 

To be eligible for NJHS, students must 
have an 85 average or higher.  Their 
behavior must be satisfactory and they must 
never have had a  discipline referral. 
Students must submit a recommendation 
and be evaluated by their teachers.

Former Stallion, Alexis Gonzales, was 
again diagnosed with abnormal cells. NJHS 
members will be helping Alexis battle cancer 
by selling bracelets displaying his picture 
for two dollars. On March 8th & 9th, from 
3pm to 10:30pm, if you present a flyer at 
Chilies’ Restaurant on Lee Trevino, the 
restaurant will donate 10 percent of their 
sales to Alexis. Flyers will be distributed 
soon or can be printed from email.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Intercession Math/Reading - March 17-19

TAKS Testing
April 4 - Eighth grade Math
April 5 - Eighth grade Reading
April 26 - Sixth/Seventh grade Math
April 27 - Sixth/Seventh grade Reading
April 28 - Eighth grade Science
April 29 - Eighth grade Social Studies

Mr. Ferguson & eighth graders celebrate NCEA 
award
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National Honor Society holds induction ceremony

Graphic Arts teacher, Mrs. Josafina 
Mendoza, has started a new and exciting 
tradition this year at Slider. She decided 
that her sixth, seventh and eighth grade 
students would create art using Apple 
computers and software. 

While some of the students downloaded 
pictures from the internet and then used 
simple lines to complete a matching 
symmetrical image, other students created 
original designs using different styles and 
patterns. Ms. Mendoza  placed a three-day 
timeline on the project to encourage 
creativity against the backdrop of real world 
experiences requiring deadlines. 

The students’ work was then displayed 
in the school’s foyer to give teachers and 
s t a f f t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o v i e w t h e 
submissions and vote for their favorites. 
During the Parent/Teacher conferences, 
parents visiting the school were also 
encouraged to vote for their favorite 
designs.

There were a  total of two hundred votes 
cast and three winners in each grade level 
were selected. Mrs. Mendoza said her 
students were very excited about the show. 
Judging from the designs submitted, each of 

the students spent a  great deal of time 
honing their designs and trying to create 
unique looks to the images they found.

The projects that gathered the most 
votes belonged to eighth-grader Jacob 
Kinsey, seventh-grader Paola Dominguez, 
and sixth-grader Brian Barrera.

“I was really impressed with the level of 
detail that the students used,” Mrs. 
Mendoza said, “and with the different 
techniques and software they chose to 
accomplish the assignment.” During the 
Parent night many of the people visiting the 
school were complimentary about the 
display of the student’s work.

By Kristian Armendariz

Story By Alex PeoplesJacob Kinsey
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Graphics arts class creates new designs for show


